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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure . 



inform the Patent Office of a „ references 



or agents for Applicants which 



imposed by 37 C.F.R.§ i.5 6 10 
-ing to the attention of Applicants or attorneys 



are or may be material to the 



examination of the subject 



application, Attorneys for Applicants hereby invite the F ■ 
rpf , ^vite the Exammer's attention to the 
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PAtOAlTO 29254 (2K) 



Identification of references listed on the attached PTO form is not to be 
construed as an admission of Applicants or attorneys for Applicants that such references are 
material or available as prior art against the subject application. The right is reserved to 
antedate any item in accordance with standard procedure. 

This submission is understood to complement the results of the Examiner's 
own independent search. The submission should not be construed as a representation that a 
search was made, or that the cited items are inclusive of all the relevant and material citations 
that may be available publicly. 

Copies of the cited references are enclosed. Applicants respectfully request 
that the Examiner review the attached references and that they be made of record in the file 
history of the above-captioned application. 

Applicants believe that the fee due in connection with the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is $180.00 (see attached Fee Transmittal). However, in the 
event that additional fees are required, then such fees are hereby authorized to be charged to 
White & Case LLP Deposit Account 23-1703. 
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Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/749,284 



December 26, 2000 



Gene R. Anderson 



2877 



Valentin, Juan D. 



Attorney Docket Number 1613370-0005 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Document Number 



Number-Kind Co6e 2<ifknown) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



us " 6,461, 058B1 



10-08-2002 



Birch et al. 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 "Number 4 'Kind Code 5 (if known) 



Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



Translation is attached. information is reauired to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 araT MM ^ The information mm ^rM » man o estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 

USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality .s V^^^^^^^^^, ™ S eperKl i ng upon the individual case. Any comments 
including gathering, preparing, s " b n ^ buSen rS be'sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 

XIZTm* WlW T^^SSmT^Sfha OR COMPLETED FORMS TO TH.S ADDRESS. SEND 
™: Comn^oner^^^^^ 



